















Tess Hemmila – Staff Writers
Opioid addiction has reached an unprecedented 
level in the United States. This is a national 
crisis that affects every part of the country, even 
quiet, small-town Iowa.
This Fall, President Trump declared the opioid 
crisis a “public health emergency.” A White 
House press release on the subject proclaims 
that “the Trump administration is fighting back” 
against opioid addiction. 
In Iowa, the rise in opioid addiction is well-
documented and startling. The number of 
opioid treatment admissions went from 608 in 
2005 to 2,274 in 2016, the number having more 
than tripled over an 11-year period, according to 
the Iowa Department of Public Health.
Nursing professor Deb Bomgaars has worked 
in the Orange City Area Health System for 33 
years. She has worked with multiple patients 
with opioid addiction. 
“It’s difficult for medical personal to navigate 
because we’re taught to believe the patient 
when they say they are in pain,” she said.
She believes that a major contribution to 
the opioid crisis may be that many moderate-
strength pain relievers have been taken off the 
market for various reasons. 
“Now we just have the choice between Tylenol 
or a narcotic,” Bomgaars said. 
Opioids are defined by the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse as “medications that act on opioid 
receptors in both the spinal cord and the brain to 
reduce the intensity of pain-signal perception.” 
The most commonly abused opioids include: 
heroin, hydrocodone, oxycodone, morphine, 
Opioid crisis has far-reaching 
effects
Photo By: CNN
Updated network brings 
changes
Brad Weber– Contributing Writer
Over the Thanksgiving break Dordt preformed 
a “network upgrade” to the campus internet and 
Wi-Fi system. In a campus wide email, Brian 
Van Donselaar, director of computer services, 
said that the update “brings significant security 
features that are missing from our network 
right now.” In addition to security updates, the 
network upgrade should better accommodate 
the growing student body and provide faster 
internet speeds to students. As to what specific 
security issues the update addressed, Van 
Donselaar mentioned malware, email phishing 
and viruses.
For most students, the only noticeable 
differences will be the message that is displayed 
when they attempt to access a blocked website, 
and what websites are blocked. Notably, alcohol, 
tobacco, web-proxy, and VPN-related content, 
previously available over Dordt internet, are 
now blocked. In addition to these categories, 
some websites are now being flagged for 
“malicious” content, meaning that they may be 
the source of viruses or malware. 
As is to be expected with the implementation 
of new system updates, there have been minor 
issues. For example, for a period on Sunday, 
Dec. 3, the website of Calvary PRC Church in 
Hull, IA was flagged as “malicious” content, 
and the Sunday evening livestream service was 
not accessible on Dordt Wi-Fi. 
However, there is a system in place to deal with 
improperly blocked content: if students believe 
they should have access to a website, they can 
bring it up with Student Services, which may 
whitelist the websites deemed acceptable.
Generally, the Information Services Advisory 
Committee decides what content is, or is not, 
allowed. The major categories they focus on are 
pornography, illicit drugs (marijuana included), 
and academic dishonesty (especially paper-
writing sites). 
One popular site that Dordt students no longer 
have access to is 4 Chan. While 4 Chan is well 
known for its trolling community, Dordt’s main 
objection to it is the pornographic content 
available on some boards. It is blocked under 
the category of “other adult materials.”
Content classified as “extremist groups” 
is also blocked by the new firewall. The 
line between extremist groups is vague at 
best, though. Jihadology.net is blocked, but 
stormfront.org, a white supremacist blog, is not. 
The Nation of Islam, a black supremacist group, 
can be accessed through noi.org, and the KKK 
is available at kkk.com.
 Brian Van Donselaar admitted that the vast 
majority of content categorizing is done by 
a third party, and that Dordt simply chooses 
which categories to block. Dordt has the ability 
to whitelist whatever it sees fit, but whitelisting 
is the exception, not the rule.
The implementation of this new internet 
firewall comes at a time of fierce national 
debate on internet privacy, security, net 
neutrality, and the academic climate that should 
be fostered on campuses. While working to sort 
out the complex issues that come with living in 
a technological society, Dordt as an institution 
tries balance the desires of students with their 
academic principles as a Christian institution.
fentanyl, and codeine. These medications are 
heavily addictive because they not only relieve 
pain but also activate reward centers in the 
brain, causing euphoria. In this way, the brain 
is taught that something good has happened that 
should be repeated.
Paige Smit, a pharmacist at Sioux Center 
Health, said “a part of the problem is that people 
expect chronic pain to be resolved, but in reality, 
sometimes all we can do is manage it.”
As with other addictions, many addicts 
overdose on opioids because they build a 
tolerance, causing them to constantly increase 
their dosage. According to the CDC, over half a 
million people died of a drug overdose between 
2000 and 2015. Today, 91 Americans die of an 
opioid overdose daily.
 “At this point, it hasn’t had a major impact 
on our community,” said Sioux Center Police 
Chief Paul Adkins. “However, this is going to 
be an issue that we are eventually going to have 
to address.”
Jessica Setiawan – Staff Writers
Just this past month, the South Korean 
government announced plans to donate a total 
of $8 million in a humanitarian aid package 
for North Korea’s malnourished children and 
pregnant women.
$3.5 million of the donation will fund the 
United Nations Children’s Fund projects that 
supply medicine and malnutrition treatments 
in North Korea. Another $4.5 million of the 
donation will fund the World Food Program 
and provide nutritious supplies to North Korean 
hospitals and day care centers.
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, one 
of United State’s East Asian allies, voiced his 
disagreement on sending the aid at this dire time, 
fearing that aid for North Korea could hamper 
international efforts to pressure Pyongyang.
But the South Korean government only 
reconfirmed its aid plans, even after North 
Korea’s successful missile launch in mid-
September.
“Will that aid indirectly help the North 
Korean government to stabilize the country’s 
economy and allow them to keep provoking 
other countries?,” said senior and Korean 
international student Sion Yang, who presented 
a recent KSP paper on the issue. 
Yang believes that the aid was a “well-
intentioned act” in response to a pressing 
humanitarian issue, but her research proved that 
Dordt South Koreans express opinions on $8 million 
humanitarian aid package for North Koreans 
the current aid systems have not been working 
out for a number of decades.
Dordt Theology professor Jay Shim theorized 
that a conflict of interest of different involving 
nations may be the reason why no aid or 
negotiation has worked. 
“We need to make a distinction between the 
[North Korean] government and the people,” 
Shim said.
Using Biblical metaphors, Shim explained that 
the North Korean government is the oppressor 
and the North Korean people are the oppressed. 
Infants, youngsters and women are especially 
suffering because they’re on the lowest scale 
of their societal structure. Shim also explained 
the possible reasoning behind the South Korean 
government’s decision: 
“When a young generation grows up with 
malnutrition, diseases, or suffering from a 
period of hunger, like the North Koreans, it 
will negatively impact the future leaders of 
the country,” Shim said. “So, it’s much easier 
economically and politically speaking to 
support them rather than correcting the problem 
20-30 years from now.”
According to Shim, in the 1960s, South 
Korea was once poorer than the poorest 
country in Africa, but within the last three 
decades it has transformed itself from a country 
receiving international assistance to one giving 
international assistance.  
Now, South Korea has an excess of thousands 
of tons of rice harvested in the Fall that they 
are unable to keep, so Shim said they plan to 
send the rice to those in need in North Korea—
killing two birds with one stone. However, he 
disagreed with this choice. 
“Ethically and religiously speaking it is 
right to aid them. But unless we have a clear 
guarantee that the food will be distributed to 
the people, monetary or food assistance would 
enrich only the government in a bad way,” Shim 
said.
So, is there nothing we can do?
Shim proposes that humanitarian aid should 
not be given on a government level, but instead 
should come from the church. For example, he 
said the church played an important role in the 
union of the East and West Germany in a way 
that the then-current German government was 
incapable of doing. Recently, Sim even met an 
old North Korean defector who had memorized 
and was able to recite the whole gospel of John 
to him.
“There are thousands of Christians in North 
Korea who operate underground. So the church 







Tess Hemmila– Staff Writer
Professor Profile: Deb Bomgaars
“If the Mustang is here, so is she,” said Rylie 
Brown, a CORE 100 student of Deb Bomgaars. 
The red Mustang parked by the nursing building 
is a trusty indicator that Bomgaars can be 
found in her office upstairs. Outside her office 
is a name plaque that says, “Deb Bomgaars”; 
tucked behind the plaque is a paper that reads 
“Jon’s mom” in bold writing, placed there by 
her eldest son. The office is full of Bomgaars’s 
colorful paintings and the blinds are always 
open to let in the natural sunlight.
Bomgaars acts as both the nursing director 
and a nursing professor at Dordt College. The 
professor currently teaches a variety of nursing 
courses as well as a CORE 100 class.
She began her career in nursing when she 
graduated with a degree in nursing in 1984. She 
earned her BSN from Briar Cliff in 1995 and 
Michel Gomes– Contributing Writer
It’s Nov. 14, and the usually busy streets of 
Harare, Zimbabwe are disturbed by the tanks 
and foot soldiers occupying the streets of the 
outskirts of the city. The population, though not 
necessarily surprised, could not have expected 
such a bold move so early. Gunfire interrupts the 
normal pace of life, and that same evening the 
military makes an announcement. “This is not 
a military takeover of government,” a military 
official reassurances the populace on national 
television: “we are only targeting criminals who 
are committing crimes that are causing social 
and economic suffering in the country in order 
to bring them to justice.”
This military maneuver was nonetheless the 
final breaking point of long tensions between 
three main contenders for power in Zimbabwe. 
President Mugabe had been in power for almost 
forty years, and with his health declining, the 
aged head of state intended to pass his legacy on 
to his wife Grace, 52, while distancing his old 
right-hand man Mnangagwa from power.
One dictator for another: the situation in Zimbabwe
Mnangagwa, known as the Crocodile, had 
been Mugabe’s ally for as long as the old 
President had been in power. Together, they 
acted as a duo, methodically cracking down on 
the opposition in order to stay in power. Under 
Mugabe, Mnagagwa served as minister of state 
security, Minister of Rural Housing, Minister of 
Defense, and finally as Vice-President. 
Then, the Crocodile’s and the President’s forty-
year alliance was brought to a sudden halt when 
Mugabe fired Mnangagwa for “being disloyal” 
and proceeded to sack his house. Mnangagwa 
fled to South Africa, and stayed outside of 
Zimbabwe until the military placed Mugabe 
under house arrest. Upon removing Crocodile, 
it became clear to Zimbabweans that Grace 
would succeed her husband in being president, 
since she then was the leading candidate from 
the party ZANU-pf, the women’s party. 
The arrest of Mugabe was followed by 
negotiations between the head of state and 
the military. The generals conferring with 
the president urged him to step down, yet he 
refused. Communications between the public, 
Zachary Sanford– Staff Writer
On Monday, Nov. 6, the Sioux Center City 
Council voted unanimously in favor of the city 
recreation center’s proposed pool expansion. 
The All Seasons Center’s plan for expanding the 
outside pool will call for a total of $6.4 million.
 The plans for the pool expansion came from 
Water Edge Aquatic Design. The bids will be set 
in March 2018. The hope is to have completed 
the building and construction by spring of 2019.
 “This project is part of supporting our 
growing community with great quality of life 
amenities,” said city manager Scott Wynja. 
“Based on feedback from the public over the 
last several years, we want to consider adding 
some aquatic recreational options for a wide 
range of ages.”
 The additions being added include a lazy 
river, a variety of water slides, diving boards, 
mini-zip line, and a climbing wall. Many of 
these ideas have come from public support 
on the designs. The last time the pool had a 
Pool expansion plan in place
renovation was roughly 14 years ago.
 “I wish that they’d put down another ice 
pad,” said Dordt senior and hockey player 
Adrian Visser. “They should revamp the hockey 
locker room, too—it hasn’t been the same ever 
since the football team took over our locker 
room and trashed it.”
 In addition to the existing city tax, Wynja 
said that the money will come from increased 
sales tax and cash revenues.
 The remodeling will make the All Seasons 
Center a hot spot for families in the summer. 
This will fetch in more revenue with support 
from Dordt College across the street, which will 
also serve as a source of revenue by bringing in 
college students during the hot days to come.
 Moving forward, locals have shown interest 
in an upgrade to the local pool. Kids are already 
talking about the new improvements even 
during simple visits to the now-inside pool, and 
parents are making plans to get season passes in 
the next few years.
Meagan DeGraaf– Staff Writer
It’s a familiar drive for any student who has 
ever left the campus—drive north to get to 
Sioux Falls; go south for Sioux City. Dordt 
College students are accustomed to driving on 
Highway 75. But recently, the Sioux Center city 
council has been considering making changes 
to the highway running straight through town. 
City officials have tried for years to find an 
acceptable plan to widen the highway from one 
lane running each direction to two. This would 
be a complete update for the stretch of road, as 
it has not been completely repaved for ten years.
In 2013, the proposal was widely rejected. 
Then in early 2016, the city tried again, reaching 
a 56-44 consensus. But because the state of 
Iowa needs a super majority, the proposal still 
fell short by four points.
An expansion on the highway could help 
Sioux Center grow, but people are still split 
about the idea. Many argue that the aesthetic 
aspect is important to the town, and that would 
be diminished by having five lanes of concrete 
instead of buildings or greenery. 
Many agriculture students and area farmers 
are concerned about the possible expansion. Not 
only might land space be minimized to make 
space for the new road, but workers wouldface 
more danger crossing the road with tractors or 
other equipment. 
Local businesses are worried about the 
Lane proposal for Highway 75
development too, as their buildings could be 
affected by this expansion. If the highway 
grows too far they might have to move signs, 
parking lots, or even buildings. 
Others argue this expansion is necessary to 
keep traffic regulated properly. In order to keep 
neighborhoods safe, the main highway needs 
to operate at the highest level of productivity. 
And some students agree, acknowledging 
that it often takes longer to get through town 
when there are too many drivers going the 
same way—usually right around the time local 
schools get out for the day. 
“As Highway 75 becomes more congested,” 
Assistant City Manager Dennis Dokter said, 
“traffic has a tendency to back up or spread out 
into our residential areas, and we’d like to keep 
that main heavy traffic flow on Highway 75.” 
One of the controversies here is that if traffic 
is increased, pedestrians may be placed in 
more danger. It can be hard to cross five lanes 
of traffic. A big highlight of Sioux Center is its 
promise of safety. That promise will weigh into 
consideration of the lane expansion. The city 
already has ideas for medians and crosswalks to 
keep pedestrians safe. 
It will be a while before any actual construction 
gets underway—assuming the proposal goes 
through soon—but according to Dokter the goal 
for Sioux Center’s future is to create a more 
welcoming community “for today and for 30 
years or more from today.”
an MSN in the Nursing Educator Track from 
Nebraska Methodist College of Allied Health 
Sciences in 2007.
An Orange City native, Bomgaars began 
teaching at Northwestern College in 2007, a 
position she held for eight years. While teaching 
at Northwestern, Bomgaars continued to further 
her education by earning her Ph.D. in Nursing 
from South Dakota State University.
Bomgaars came to Dordt after receiving a 
phone call from the school asking if she would 
be interested in a position here. Bomgaars 
originally did not plan on taking the position, 
but set up an interview anyway. The interview 
went better than Bomgaars anticipated and 
she was surprised to find herself sold on the 
position. Shortly thereafter, Bomgaars became 
a professor at Dordt in 2015.
“I love Northwestern, but I belong at Dordt,” 
Bomgaars said. “I didn’t understand that until I 
got here, but now it’s really clear.”
In her spare time, Bomgaars has been working 
on revolutionizing the nursing program at 
Dordt. She is currently planning next year’s 
transition from traditional teaching to concept-
based curriculum. Bomgaars has high hopes for 
the program and believes the change will be 
highly beneficial for nursing students here at 
Dordt.
Bomgaars lives in Orange City with her 
husband, Gerry, and her dog, George. She 
has three grown sons, all married, and two 
grandchildren. Bomgaars takes pride in her 
collection of three Ford Mustangs: a ’67, a ’69 
and an ’06. When she has spare time, Bomgaars 
likes to paint and many of her bright paintings 
adorn her office’s walls.
the president, and the army remained slightly 
open, and the public heard of the president’s 
refusal to step down.
On Nov. 18, several of ZANU-pf’s youth 
gathered with other groups of protesters to 
urge the president and his wife to leave. The 
protesters gathered a mass of thousands in 
a peaceful demonstration which included a 
sit-down a couple hundred yards away from 
Mugabe’s principal complex.
The situation continued to escalate as the 
president continued to refuse stepping down. 
The ZANU-pf party expelled both Mugabe and 
his wife, and reinstated Mnangagwa as chief. At 
this point, Mugabe’s popularity hit new lows, 
and pressure increased for him to step down. 
But the President continued to challenge the 
country and even went so far as saying on live 
television that he would preside over ZANU-
pf’s congress again by December.
Nov. 21, Mnagagwa issued a statement calling 
Mugabe to step down. The statement followed 
impeachment proceedings initiated the day 
before. However, during the impeachment 
proceedings, the actions were stopped for the 
reading of Mugabe’s resignation letter.
Mugabe’s resignation was welcomed by the 
population. In the midst of the political struggle, 
the population did not experience any violence 
from any party and the way of life remained the 
same. Mugabe has stepped down and Grace has 
lost support from the party, and Mnangagwa has 
stepped in as Zimbabwe’s new president, the 
third since 1980.
The events in Zimbabwe, though remote, 
are nonetheless a situation of relevance to 
much of the political discussion in America. 
Mugabe rose to power through fair elections 
in 1980. However, his use of populist rhetoric, 
systematic removal of mechanisms that 
protected the population from minority rule, 
and installation of devices to allow him to 
manipulate the country’s elections, economy, 
and politics resulted in nearly four decades of 
dictatorship. As of now, it seems Zimbabwe has 




Jenna Stephens – Staff Writer
We decided early in the week that Saturday 
would be “date day.” Sometimes we just really 
need to escape from Sioux Center. I told Conner 
this would be my date to plan and began 
researching events in Sioux Falls.
FernsonFest looked promising. Hosted by 
Fernson Brewing Company, the festival would 
feature local musicians and several food trucks, 
as well as exclusive Fernson beers. I’m only 20, 
but provide food and I am one happy camper. 
And there’s nothing like sipping coffee out of a 
FREE FernsonFest commemorative beer stein.
When Saturday arrived, I convinced Conner to 
stop at a few stores before our real date began. 
To the delight of our new joint bank account, I 
didn’t have much luck finding what I wanted. It 
was probably for the best. On date day, I can’t 
let my love of shopping rule my date time.
Now it was time for the real fun to start. 
I thought FernsonFest was supposed to be 
by Falls Park, so we drove in that direction. 
Wrong. To save you pain in the future, take 
my advice and never assume you know where 
you’re going.
We typed it into the Mustang’s GPS, and 
wound up 10 minutes from our starting location 
next to the Big Sioux River. I have a pretty 
stellar track record when it comes to getting 
us lost, but this time it was the GPS’s fault—I 
promise! One of Conner’s biggest pet peeves 
is getting lost when we’re driving. And I get 
emotional when I know he’s agitated. So, yeah, 
it was a fun time.
We made one more go at it, typing the 
address into his phone. Ten minutes in the 
opposite direction. When we pulled up, we 
knew we’d made a mistake. We were indeed at 
FernsonFest. But it was nothing like the scene 
I’d painted in my mind. Rather than the chill, 
outdoor concert vibe we expected, we came 
across a herd of people crammed into a fenced-
in area. I may or may not have missed one detail 
when I researched the event—it was taking 
place at the brewery’s production facility. In 
an industrial part of Sioux Falls. On the far 
side of the Interstate where all sense of culture 
disappears. Next to a bunch of machine sheds 
and parked trucks.
There was no way we would pay $15 per 
person to get in. They’d have to pay ME to go. 
So there we sat, again.
I felt like an idiot for planning such a pathetic 
date. But Conner was determined to make the 
drive to Sioux Falls worth it and refused to 
let date night end like this. Scrolling through 
pages of Sioux Falls events on our phones, we 
were left with things like poem readings and 
fundraisers. We aren’t cultured enough to listen 
to poetry, and we don’t have much money to 
throw at a fundraiser—we’re college students, 
for goodness’ sake.
I suggested going downtown to window-shop 
and grab something to eat. He suggested going 
to a movie or playing putt-putt at Thunder Road. 
Each of us knew what we wanted to do, but also 
wanted our spouse to be happy. Tension once 
again. We ended up deciding on the downtown 
option, and had a nice time checking out a ritzy 
men’s clothing store, sitting by the fire heaters 
on a patio while Conner sipped a flight of 
beers, and indulging in a fancy dessert at C.H. 
Patisserie.
Overall, it was a great night. But it left me 
realizing that I had spent most of my energy 
planning the date, and then stressing about 
my failure, rather than soaking up the time we 
had together. We were both disappointed about 
FernsonFest, but Conner bounced back from 
this disappointment almost instantly while I 
wallowed in self-pity. 
Although I’m not sipping coffee out of a 
beer stein this morning, I still find joy in the 
memories we made that night and the lesson I 
learned from my husband: Life is too short—





Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Like Sioux Center, Oxford is speckled with 
numerous churches that all seem to resemble 
each other. There are 34 colleges in Oxford, 
and nearly every college has its own chapel 
with regular services. (Plus, there are numerous 
churches unaffiliated with a college.) There is 
no shortage of options. 
Most of the churches are Anglican (we are 
in England, after all), but—also like Sioux 
Center—there are many variations on this 
denominational theme. Since arriving in 
England, I’ve attended very high church-y 
Anglican services in which the congregation 
stood while robed clergy paraded the Bible 
down the center of the church. I’ve attended 
a solemn Catholic mass, complete with Latin 
liturgies and incense. I’ve attended moderately 
evangelical Anglican services, in which the only 
obvious difference between this church and any 
of Sioux County’s CRC or RCA churches was 
the fancy, old building and the priest’s stiff 
white collar. 
I’ve attended an Open Brethren meeting, 
housed in an old police station, where there 
was no order of worship, and the service 
was directed by three male congregants who 







Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer
I really like Aquaman. I know, pretty weird. 
Or maybe not, since nowadays it’s considered 
trendy to like what no one else likes. I claim 
Aquaman as my favorite superhero and have 
for years. I have the comics: I know he’s often 
considered a joke or comic relief.
I’ve heard or read “Doesn’t he talk to fish?” 
enough times to drive any Protector of the 
Oceans fan mad. That’s why I was more than a 
little afraid of the new adaptation of Aquaman 
that was slated to occur in DC’s Justice League.
I haven’t seen Game of Thrones, so I didn’t 
know anything about actor Jason Momoa 
beforehand. Neither had I watched Batman 
v. Superman or anything else featuring Ben 
Affleck as the affluent, antisocial, playboy-
turned-vigilante. I disliked Man of Steel for 
the sheer destruction in the film that distracted 
from the story, because the set was so dark all 
the time, and because Superman (Henry Cavill) 
didn’t seem expressive enough. 
All good enough reasons to have avoided the 
newest addition to the comic franchise, Justice 
League. I’d heard mixed reviews from friends 
who thought it didn’t compare to Marvel. But 
when I was invited to go see it, I did. And I 
realized something.
I realized how much fun superhero movies 
can be. I realized how much DC movies make 
me want to be a superhero myself. I realized 
that I had forgotten about how I always walk 
away from a DC movie flexing my fingers and 
bouncing in place, wondering if my next step 
could launch me halfway across the room like 
Wonder Woman or Superman.
I hate to even compare the film to the Marvel 
franchise, because the studios operate with 
such different, distinct styles and claim such 
different themes. But Justice League had nearly 
everything I liked about Thor: Ragnarok. 
Funny, but serious. Dramatic, but utilizing the 
best of the deus ex machina trope. 
The thing about DC that’s struck me recently 
with the release of Wonder Woman and Justice 
League (and even 2009’s Watchmen) is that 
these movies are very aware of their identity as 
comic book adaptations, more so than Marvel, 
which is doing its best to create an entirely new 
and unfamiliar superhero universe. Some scenes 
in Justice League felt like comic book pages 
brought to life, especially the aboveground 
shots of the Batcave and the slow-motion fights.
On the flip side of things, actor Ezra Miller 
has some room to improve with the delivery 
of such lines as “I eat a lot of snacks to fill 
this black hole. I’m a snack hole!” and “Hi, 
Barry, I’m Diana.” Miller isn’t the only one: 
large chunks of dialogue in important scenes, 
especially between Bruce (Affleck) and Diana 
(Gadot) or between Lois Lane (Amy Adams) 
and Martha Kent (Diane Lane), feel forced and 
unnatural. Sometimes, Miller’s and Momoa’s 
personas come across as campy, like a superhero 
television series predating my time. 
But all in all, Justice League was actually 
fun to watch, and I took full advantage of the 
unintentionally private screening to interact with 
the movie by narrating things like “Romantic 
tension!” and “Why is he still shirtless? He 
doesn’t need to be shirtless!”
As a whole, I bought into the pockets of 
cleverness in the film without too much effort, 
and I didn’t regret staying for the whole 2 hour 
13 minute runtime to catch the two post-credit 
scenes (seems like a certain rival studio began 
something they will never be able to finish). 
And as if wonders never cease, I’m excited to 
see Momoa’s portrayal of The Merman set to be 
released in 2018. There’s a lot of the three new 
characters - Aquaman, the Flash, and Cyborg - 
that we don’t know yet, but I’m willing to wait 
for those origin stories to come around.
Maybe next time, you’ll be a few rows away 
from me in the theater, spilling popcorn and 
loudly questioning WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THE BOXES?
Brad Weber – Staff Writer
Note: Sexual assault is and will always be 
a sensitive subject. Please read the entirely of 
this article before forming and expressing an 
opinion on it.
Over the past few months, numerous 
allegations of sexual assault have come to light. 
Some involved men in the highest positions 
of power in our country. Harvey Weinstein, a 
media mogul; Al Franken, a senator from my 
home state; John Conyers, a US representative 
from Michigan; Roy Moore, an Alabama 
senatorial candidate; George HW Bush, former 
president; Matt Lauer, an NBC news anchor; 
Kevin Spacey, a prominent actor; these are just 
a few of the men facing serious allegations. 
While I have not looked extensively into all 
these allegations, I was disheartened by one 
common trend I saw in the Harvey Weinstein 
cases: passive victims.
Let me be clear. The women in these situations 
are not to blame. The assaulted women made 
quick decisions and had to consider the harmful 
effects that a rebuttal of these unwanted 
advances could have on their future careers. I 
do not envy the choices they were faced with, 
and I cannot fault them for choosing the actions 
that they did. With that said, I believe that, in 
these types of situations, some actions will 
generally prove more effective than others.
My issue with the actions of most of Weinstein 
victims (of which there were many) is that 
the women involved were passive; that is, 
Weinstein and those men like him were not as 
violently refused as I believe would have been 
justified. 
For any female readers out there, I want 
to encourage you to protect yourself by any 
means necessary. If a man forcibly kisses you, 
stop him with a well-placed knee to the groin. 
If a man exposes his genitals to you, liberally 
apply pepper spray to his face (or said exposed 
genitals). Do whatever is necessary to stop the 
perpetrator.
Now, a necessary part of this advice is for 
women to be equipped to meet aggression 
with aggression; so, here is the second piece of 
advice I have for women: become dangerous. 
Whatever method you choose, you should equip 
yourself with the skills and tools to defend 
yourself; learn a martial art, get a concealed 
carry permit and a gun, carry pepper spray, 
carry a knife.
Some would argue that we need to teach men 
not to sexually assault, instead of equipping 
women to stop men who do. Unfortunately, we 
live in a sinful world, filled with sinful people; 
no matter how many mandatory sexual assault 
courses we have, there will be people who 
disregard what they have been taught. We teach 
people not to steal, but we all still have locks on 
our cars and houses because we know that no 
amount of training will make people good.
I strongly believe that if every man who 
groped a woman ended up with a dislocated 
jaw, the world would be a better place. So 
women, please do not be passive victims. 
Rather, become empowered fighters who won’t 
put up with terrible men.
a meditation, lead a prayer and announce the 
next hymn. I’ve also visited medieval parish 
churches that were decorated with amateur 
paintings of parables and Norman-era churches 
with century-old crypts bordering the pews. 
Though attending a different church every 
other Sunday is not a habit I’d encourage 
adopting—being a member of a church 
community is highly valuable—I have enjoyed 
learning more about various Christian traditions. 
We worship the same God, but we go about our 
worship in very different ways.
The ornate imagery of the Catholic service 
reminded me that, throughout Scripture, God 
teaches His people using symbols.
The tomb-filled medieval churches reminded 
me that the Church has a long history—not only 
is the Church expansive geographically, it is 
expansive temporally. When Paul says, “a great 
cloud of witnesses,” he’s talking about a pretty 
sizable cloud indeed.
The beautifully adorned Anglican churches 
reminded me that aesthetics have a role to play 
in worship.
The meeting reminded me that the essence of 
Christianity is simple.
Clearly, each tradition has its faults, as well. 
That’s pretty unavoidable when a church is 
composed of human beings. But, worshiping 
with Christians whose traditions are quite 
different from your own is refreshing. Give it a 
try sometime. You don’t need to fly to England 








Evangeline Colarossi– Staff Writer
Red and green boxes, rubber bands, small 
toys, hygiene products, and coloring supplies 
scattered Eckardt Lounge last Thursday. From 
9-10 p.m., the FACT Club hosted their annual 
event of packing boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child. Each box that is packed is sent off to a 
child for Christmas, bearing love, prayers, and 
eagerly received presents.
Approximately twenty people came to help 
pack boxes, and together the group packed 
between twenty-five and thirty boxes. Some of 
the boxes were put together at the event itself, 
and others were dropped off at the event to be 
delivered.
The boxes were individualized by the age 
range and gender of the child receiving the 
boxes. The girls’ boxes were packed mainly 
with dolls, journals, and hair accessories. The 
boys’ boxes included sports equipment, toy 
cars, cards and other various items. Notebooks, 
highlighters, pencils, crayons, toothbrushes and 
hairbrushes were included in the boxes for each 
child as well. 
All of the boxes were taken to the New Life 
Reformed Church in Sioux Center by two of the 
FACT board members. The boxes were dropped 
off and prayed over by the two board members 
and volunteers from the church. The boxes 
are sent from the church to processing centers 
across the country where volunteers examine 
the boxes, pack them into larger shipping boxes 
and then plan their next stage in transportation 
before they are delivered to children all around 
the world.
“It’s an incredible experience to work at 
the processing center,” said freshman Tess 
Hemmila. “I’ve volunteered at the center by my 
house multiple times and I always meet people 
who come from across the country to work 
at the processing center. A lot of them even 
consider their time working at the processing 
center a mission’s trip.”
While the FACT club hosts this event, all 
are welcome to come and participate. They 
understand that many other students on campus 
also have a desire to help others, and they want 
to make the opportunity to pack a Christmas 
box very accessible to all of the students on 
FACT club continues annual 
Operation Christmas Child
Dordt’s campus. The FACT club provides the 
boxes, tape, rubber bands, and transportation 
for the boxes, while those interested in packing 
boxes bring items to fill the boxes with.
The FACT club “strives to provide future 
teachers with experiences that will help them 
to become successful teachers. One of those 
experiences is different volunteer opportunities, 
especially ones that involve getting to work 
with children. While this event does not provide 
direct interaction with children, they believe 
that this opportunity is fitting for our members, 
who as future teachers, have a heart and desire 
to work with and help children.”
However, one of the goals of this event was to 
create a volunteer opportunity for those with the 
desire to participate, no matter whether they are 
involved in the FACT club or not. 
The club has been hosting Operation 
Christmas Child packing for several years, and 
plans to continue this in the future. In the past, 
this event was held in 55th but was moved this 
year in hopes of building off of participation in 
Thursday night Praise and Worship held in the 
Campus Center.
Janelle Cammenga– Staff Writer
Science fiction exists to show us what could 
be; things that could be possible someday, but 
currently only exist in the imagination. 
But some science fiction movies are not as far 
off from the present as we might think. Gattaca, 
for example, brings up the idea of “designer 
babies,” where every child is screened so 
diseases can be caught and corrected before 
birth. Genetic research has always thought 
about this, but until recently, the process of 
modification was slow and difficult. 
Thanks to technological advances in the past 
couple years, however, this has changed, and 
possible applications have expanded.
“[CRISPR] is the next generation of DNA 
modifications,” said Dordt Biology professor 
John Olthoff.
CRISPR stands for “Clustered Regularly 
Interspaced Palindromic Repeat.” 
Those words might sound complicated, but 
the application of this technology is relatively 
simple. Every living organism has DNA, the 
genetic code that dictates how the organism 
looks and functions. Different sections of the 
genome (the collective DNA of one individual) 
affect different parts of the organism. CRISPR 
allows scientists to turn on or off certain parts of 
the genome, an act which is called a “knockout.”
Scientists take part in reverse genetics, 
meaning that they experiment by turning off 
genes in order to find out what each gene is 
responsible for.
The concept of genetic modification is not 
new. For example, farmers and scientists alike 
have been honing in on good genes through 
different breeding techniques. TransOva, 
a company in Sioux Center, specializes in 
reproductive techniques and embryo transfer 
for cattle. 
The work of CRISPR is nothing unusual. 
CRISPR makes the process of modification 
faster and more targeted, but the goals 
themselves have existed for many years.
For instance, farmers normally dehorn their 
Genetic modification: Would 
you like your chicken grilled or 
CRISP[R]?
cattle. If an animal is born without horns, 
farmers will breed it in the hopes that the 
offspring will also be born without horns. The 
process takes years and does not always work. 
With CRISPR, scientists can discover which 
genes dictate horn growth and turn them off. 
 “I think it’s a really fascinating idea that has 
a lot of potential for both ethical and unethical 
means,” sophomore Aidan Bender said. “That’s 
about all I can say about it without looking up 
extra research and giving you an intro, body, 
and conclusion paragraph.”
As with all new technology, there are ethical 
problems that arise from the application of 
CRISPR. 
“It’s another tool that can be used for good 
or can be used for harm,” said Dordt Biology 
professor Tony Jelsma.
Testing is an ethical issue, as embryos that 
undergo CRISPR modification often die. Off-
target effects also occur, meaning that the 
CRISPR virus sometimes sticks somewhere 
unintended in the genome, potentially messing 
with a working system.
In addition, there is discussion about 
modifying plants to make photosynthesis more 
efficient, with the hope that more plants can 
grow in drought-stricken areas. But perhaps 
putting these plants in unnatural environments 
would have consequences on the rest of the 
biome, another unintended consequence.
“We never see the unintended consequences,” 
Olthoff said. “There needs to be some means of 
assessment early on.”
There are bigger questions to answer, too.
While successful human modification is not 
feasible at the moment, “It’s a lot closer than 
it was,” Olthoff said. It therefore needs to be 
given serious thought.
“The technology provides some really good 
tools to understand how God’s creation works, 
allowing us to intervene and improve health,” 
Olthoff said. “But how far can we go? Who 
has oversight on what is ideal and perfect?… 
Science tends to break things into itty bitty 
parts, and then we lose the big picture.”
Sawyer Strelnieks– Staff Writer
There’s good news and bad news about the 
first semester coming to an end. The good 
news: Winter break is three weeks away. The 
bad news: Finals are in the way of break.
Finals are often the most stressful time of 
year for students. The outcome of the test can 
make or break the final grade a student gets in 
the class. To prevent a bad grade, students spend 
hours reading and going over content for the big 
tests.
Asking someone how to prepare can be some 
of the most useful information in preparation 
for finals. Upperclassmen have taken countless 
final tests and are veterans when it comes to 
study habits. Picking up tips from these students 
who have gone through the stressful week is can 
be what saves you from outdoing yourself.
Letting the brain rest is very important 
for college students who are exercising and 
cramming every bit of information they can 
into it.
“Get sleep,” said Caleb Smith, a senior 
majoring in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. “There comes a point where the 
extra hour of studying is not worth the hour of 
sleep you lose.”
Being overtired for a test can do a student 
more harm than good. Professors surely do not 
like grading tests with drool on them because a 
student passed out from too much studying for 
that test.
Taking a few breathers in between all of that 
Study tips for finals 
crunchtime
studying can be very helpful. Sitting around 
leaves a student with a lot of energy, so get up 
and let your brain focus on something else for 
a bit.
“Make sure you have breaks,” said Ben 
Tiemersma, a junior studying social work. “I’ve 
seen some people have a nerf war in the library. 
I’ve also seen some people walking around 
offering cookies. Make sure you have fun, as 
well!”
There can be a lot of downtime in between 
tests. Stick to your normal routine. Do some laps 
in the rec center, play some pickup basketball, 
or spend some time with friends. We are all in 
this together.
“While there is a lot of studying this week, 
remember to live a little,” Tiemersma said. 
“Still hang out with friends or do your hobbies, 
there is a lot more free time in this week than 
one would think!”
Lastly, use the motivation of break being right 
around the corner to push you through the last 
week. Don’t let the stress of getting an A get 
to you. Enjoy yourself and don’t let the little 
things get you down.
“Find value in God and not the grades,” said 
Megan Van Den Berg, a junior elementary 
education major. “In a couple of days, it will be 
break and life will be good.”
Remember that it’s not all about the grades. 







Evangeline Colarossi– Staff Writer
In the fall of 2016, Professor Walker Cosgrove 
sat in on an astronomy lecture for one of 
Professor Channon Visscher’s classes. From 
that visit, an exciting new course was born, one 
that combined both the sciences and humanities.
Astronomy 341, or Cosmologies as it is 
better known, is finishing up its first semester. 
Taught by both Visscher and Cosgrove, this 
seminar-based course digs into the mysteries 
of the cosmos from two different perspectives: 
science and humanities.
“I think having his [Cosgrove’s] expertise and 
perspective is an added benefit for students and 
for me in the course,” Visscher said. “Especially 
when discussing ideas of origins and cosmology, 
and how humans have tried to understand their 
place in the cosmos throughout history.”
According to the course description, this 
class will “explore how creation stories have 
captured the human imagination throughout 
history: how different cultures have understood 
or perceived the origins of the cosmos, its large-
scale structure and meaning, and our own place 
in the universe.”
“I think one can learn a lot about any era, and 
its worldview, when considering their musings 
on the origins of all things,” Cosgrove said. 
“What is interesting about the area of study is 
considering how humans have thought about 
the origin of the cosmos from the mythopoetic 
accounts in ancient Mesopotamia to the more 
modern, scientific accounts of Einstein and 
Hubble.”
Mixing historical outlooks, scientific ideas, 
Cosmology course set to take 
off Spring semester
and current changes in the cosmos brings about 
many things to discuss in this class. This fall 
semester, there are eight students in this class 
and with the amount of discussion that takes 
place, a small class is not necessarily a bad 
thing. 
“One aspect that I really enjoy is that there is 
always something new to explore or discover,” 
Visscher said. “Whether that’s seeing Pluto’s 
surface up close for the first time, or the first 
detection of gravitational waves from two 
neutron stars colliding with each other.”
As this is the first time this class is being taught, 
it comes with its fair share of difficulties. Co-
teaching a class brings about new difficulties, 
but due to similar interests and senses of humor, 
Cosgrove says that he and Visscher work well 
together.
“A difficulty for us and for the students 
will be trying to be open to new ideas and 
interpretations on some very tough topics that 
could challenge our faith and the ways we’ve 
been raised to think about these things,” said 
Cosgrove.
Cosgrove said that he and Visscher both would 
like to see a regularly offered course “dealing 
with issues that cut across both the sciences and 
humanities, having it team-taught by various 
professors in those divisions.”
While Cosmology is open to all majors and 
minors, participants must complete CORE 140, 
CORE 150, and a lab-based science requirement 
prior to taking this class. These classes help form 
a basis for the in-depth discussions, historical 
background and scientific understanding.
Josh Meribole– Staff Writer
1 terrorist attack, 1 African nation, 512 dead. 
The death count from an attack in Mogadishu, 
Somalia in October has reached 512. The attack 
is believed to have been carried out by Al 
Shabaab, a terrorist organization that has links 
to Al Qaeda. It is the worst attack in Somalian 
history, leading some to call it their own version 
of 9/11.
Somalia is a nation in the Horn of Africa that, 
once continuously plagued by warlord’s rivalry, 
now suffers from terrorism. With a population 
of 10 million, the majority religion in the 
country is Islam.
But where did this nation get its start, and 
what’s happening now?
Somalia got its independence in 1960, with 
Aden Abdulle Osman Daar as the nation’s 
first president. In 1967, after a border dispute 
between Kenya and Ethiopia, Daar lost the 
election to Abdi Rashid Ali Shermarke. 
Shermarke was assassinated two years later, 
and Muhammad Siad Barre took power. From 
1970 to 1991, Somalia underwent famine as 
disputes with Ethiopia escalated. In 1988, the 
two nations signed a peace accord, ending the 
conflict.
Profiling problems in Somalia
Barre was removed from power in 1991, 
and clan warlords began fighting amongst 
themselves; resulting in the death of thousands 
of Somalian people. In 2000, a new government 
was announced by Ali Khalif Gelayadh. 
However, Somali warlords refused to give the 
new government support. In 2004, Abdullahi 
Yusuf was elected as president and helped 
establish the Transitional Federal Government, 
which remained until 2012 when it was replaced 
by the Federal Government of Somalia.
In 2006, the rise of extremism increased 
violence in the region and Al-Shabaab—
meaning “the youth”—formed and became 
a terrorizing force in Somalia that still holds 
power today. The further violence caused 
another famine lasting until 2012 that claimed 
the lives of over 260,000 people.
The question now is, what is being done in 
Somalia today to prevent such a massacre—
and such disastrous consequences of the prior 
violence—from ever happening again?
The African Union is currently running 
peacekeeping missions in Somalia, and the 
United Nation has sent aid to the country. The 
UN’s new Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, 
claims that “Conditions are now in place in 
Somalia for it to become a success story.”
Elizabeth Helmkamp– Staff Writer
Res Life decks the halls
“Deck the Halls” is more than a cheesy 
Christmas song you’ve heard three or four 
times on the radio since the beginning of 
December. It’s also an expectation for dorm 
resident assistants. 
Sophomore Hannah Veldhuisen, an RA in 
Covenant Hall, decorated her hallway with an 
ocean theme. Her mom suggested the idea, and 
she quickly found that decorations were easy to 
find both at her house and on Pinterest.
“I wanted to use some Bible verses in the 
hallway,” Veldhuisen said, “because I know 
those can be encouraging for my girls.” She 
chose verses that had to do with the theme of 
the sea. She also found sea-related puns, such as 
“whale-come,” and included those on the walls 
as well. 
Staci Seaman is an RA in West Hall. Her 
hallway has a “rustic and adventure” theme. A 
major inspiration for this theme was her living 
in Colorado over the summer. 
“I wanted it to be kind of outdoorsy, so even if 
it’s cold and you’re inside, you can still feel like 
you’re outside,” Seaman said. “I also wanted 
there to be mountains because there’s a lot of 
encouragement in the symbol of mountains, 
whether you’re conquering them or whether 
you’re on top of them.” 
But not all hallways have a decorative theme.
“It’s not actually a requirement for you to 
decorate your wing,” Seaman said. “I think it 
might be a requirement to have the names by 
the doors, but almost none of the guys will have 
a theme.” 
Veldhuisen noticed that some guys’ pictures 
will have a running theme through them, when 
Joshua Meribole– Staff Writer
The turkey lays cooked on the table  and the 
sweet aroma fills the room. Your mouth gets 
watery, looking to dive into your food. You 
want to begin eating, but you can’t. You must 
wait for a prayer, then say why you are thankful.
“After we are done eating, we have to say 5 
things we are grateful for before we can go and 
eat the candy-corn,” junior Jena Schouten said. 
“I love Thanksgiving because it’s the time of 
year where I specifically remember to count my 
blessings more, even though I should always be 
counting them.”
Thanksgiving: A short holiday filled with good 
food, family and a celebration of thankfulness. 
However, a day of thankfulness is not the only 
event in Thanksgiving weekend:. There are 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday, two days 
dedicated for the purpose of buying goods that 
you cannot normally afford. How did these two 
traditions weave their way into the celebration 
of Thanksgiving?
Thanksgiving is known as the start of holiday 
shopping, according to TIME magazine. 
During the 19th century, parades were held 
that gave retailers the opportunity to begin 
marketing goods. Thanksgiving shopping 
became more important to retailers during the 
great depression. 
Black Friday  began in 1960. The term “Black” 
Thankful for... online 
shopping?
was taken from accounting books, back when 
accountants kept records by hand. Black ink 
showed the profit that a company made. Prior to 
the 1960s, the term “Black Friday” represented 
the panic of the stock market that lead to the 
crashing of gold prices.  The term Black Friday 
became adapted because it represented the time 
of year in which retailers could make a profit. 
In 2002, Black Friday became the biggest 
shopping day of the year and remained so, with 
an exception in 2004. 
For Cyber Monday, the history is a little 
different. Shop.org, which is part of the National 
Retail Federation, began Cyber Monday. The 
goal was to create an effect like Black Friday. 
Although it had many hiccups in the beginning, 
according to Forbes, Cyber Monday online 
shopping now surpasses Black Friday in online 
sales.
However, not everybody shops during Black 
Friday or Cyber Monday.
“It kind of destroys the spirit of the 
holiday,” junior Justin Banks said. For Banks, 
Thanksgiving is a time of family reunion and a 
time for playing board games with his cousin. 
“My family, we kind of redefine the holiday,” 
Banks said. “It’s just being thankful to God for 
giving us another year of life. Being able to 
come together, seeing one another. Just the idea 
of gifts right behind such a sacred time to be 
around family destroys that atmosphere.”
they do decorate. She also appreciated the 
Christmas lights they put up for the holidays.
“Sometimes people will just pick like a color 
scheme or an idea, like Rachel’s this year,” 
Seaman said. “It’s really fun and happy, with 
polka dots and a lot of colors. On the other side 
of the game, Brianna [Sterenberg]’s is decorated 
like a starry night. Her wing has a solar system 
and stars.”
When Veldhuisen first began her RA work, 
she was surprised by how big the hall felt once 
she knew she was expected to decorate the 
whole thing. 
“That was kinda stressful,” she said, “but my 
aunt had suggested that ‘why don’t you put 
up a big fish net somewhere.’ And I originally 
thought that wouldn’t fit, but then I saw, ‘oh 
yeah, it will.’ I luckily also had some rope, so I 
used that. That was something I hadn’t planned 
on, but it worked really well.” 
Seaman compared the work to decorating 
rooms, but on a larger scale. 
“You want people to feel at home and 
welcome,” she said. “That’s the main point of 
doing all the decorating.”
Still, the work is as much for the RAs as it is 
for those living in the halls.
“I think the most fun part about making the 
decorations was putting the girl’s names on [the 
doors],” Veldhuisen said, “because it made it all 
so real. As in, ‘These are all the girls that I’m 
gonna meet when the school year starts, and 
I’m very excited to meet them and they all have 
such pretty names and I can’t wait to see the 
faces behind those names’.”





the walk, talk 
the talk
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
Defender volleyball finishes as national 
runner-up at NAIA Championships
After five days of grueling competition 
at the NAIA Women’s Volleyball National 
Championships, the Defenders found 
themselves playing for the national title for the 
second year in a row.
The Defenders arrived at the tournament 
on Tuesday, Nov. 28, with a bad taste in their 
mouths from the previous year’s second-place 
finish in the tournament. They began pool play 
with a matchup against Ottawa (Kan.).
The Defenders won the match in a 3-0 
sweep led by senior Ema Altena’s 17 kills and 
sophomore Ally Krommendyk’s 10 kills. Coach 
Hanson was happy to get this victory behind 
them, especially after the team had two weeks 
off.
Dordt moved into its second game of pool 
play against Northwest (Wash.) on Wednesday. 
Dordt dominated the match in a 3-0 victory, 
led by 40 assists from senior Jamie Gesink 
and Krommendyk’s 10 kills. Head coach 
Chad Hanson was especially happy with 
Krommendyk’s performance.
“Ally Krommendyk was phenomenal and 
very, very active early on,” Hanson said. 
“Jamie found her in a lot of different capacities. 
[Krommendyk] had some clean looks where 
she bounced shots in and she had some spots 
where she put smart shots in. It was really fun 
to see her come alive in this match.”
With two tournament wins, the Defenders 
headed into the final matchup of pool play 
against Missouri Baptist, hoping to position 
themselves well for the rest of the weekend.
Missouri Baptist proved to be a tough 
matchup for Dordt as the Defenders fell to the 
Spartans 2-3. The Defenders got out to a one-
set-to-none lead, but that was not enough, as 
Missouri Baptist edged out Dordt 16-14 in the 
deciding fifth set.
Both teams advanced to the elimination 
bracket with Dordt’s first matchup coming 
against bitter GPAC rival, the Hastings Broncos. 
The Defenders had not beaten the Broncos all 
year, but this was going to be the time to get 
it done.
The Defenders fell to the Broncos in the first 
set 20-25, but rallied back to win the next three 
sets, despite a .154 kill efficiency. Dordt beat 
their conference rival and advanced to the 
quarterfinals with a matchup against Westmont 
on Friday evening.
Led by 18 kills from junior Leah Kamp, 
Westmont proved to be no match for the 
Defenders as Dordt avenged an early-season 
loss to Westmont with a 3-0 sweep to advance 
to the semifinals Saturday morning. Hanson 
was especially happy with the great teamwork 
Women’s volleyball earns national runner-up 
title at championships
Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Sports Editor
Dear fellow Defenders walking the walk: we 
need to talk the right talk
I go to a lot of sporting events on campus, 
due in part to the fact that I work for Sports 
Information. But at each of these events, 
regardless of the sport, I find a common theme: 
a heavy lack of respect for the referees and the 
players of the other team. 
Before I go on, I need to tell you that I am a 
huge sports fan. I’ve spent my fair share of time 
yelling at the TV while watching the Minnesota 
Vikings – just ask my roommates. So I know as 
well as anyone else that getting worked up is all 
a part of the game. 
Sometimes, participants in the student section 
will scour social media for fun facts about the 
opponents. They’ll dig up the name of their 
significant other and chant it before a free throw. 
This is harmless fun that probably doesn’t affect 
the outcome of the shot. By saying the name 
of the shooter’s boyfriend or girlfriend, the 
students are not insulting or defaming or being 
rude to anyone. 
But some of the student involvement, I 
believe, goes too far.
For example, I was at an event last week where 
some members of the student section were 
verbally bombarding a player on the other team. 
They were hurling insults about his (perceived) 
lack of playing ability, height, speed—anything.
At most events I’ve been to, the crowd gets 
pretty rowdy if the ref makes a bad call against 
Dordt. Getting excited at the ref is expected at 
sporting events, but there is a definite line as 
to what is and what isn’t OK. If you must get 
mad at the ref for a bad call, get mad at the call 
or at the ref for making that particular call, but 
nothing else. There is really no need whatsoever 
to defame the character of the ref or his family 
or to bring anyone else into this situation for 
that matter.
As a Christian college turning out citizens of 
the Kingdom, I urge you, fellow Defenders, to 
speak with more love and grace. As the Apostle 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:29, “Let no corrupting 
talk come out of your mouths, but only such as 
is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that 
it may give grace to those who hear” (ESV). 
Dordt is known and highly regarded in the larger 
region as a Christian community and we need to 
uphold that reputation in athletics as well.
Most of our sports uniforms showcase the 
Dordt logo, which contains a cross. When 
athletes don these uniforms (and when non-
athletes walk around in everyday Dordt 
apparel), they represent Dordt College and 
everything it stands for. So, how do we want 
to witness to those watching us? Do we want 
to send the message that we don’t care who we 
insult as long as we get the call in our favor? 
Or do we want to take care to speak the truth in 
love (Eph. 4:15)?
Note: I would like this article to spark a 
conversation. If you have differing thoughts 
or would like to just share your thoughts on 
the topic, please do. Feel free to email them to 
diamond@dordt.edu.
Photo By: Sawyer Strelnieks
Sawyer Strelnieks – Staff Writer
Basketball is underway at Dordt, and both 
the men and women’s teams have been busy 
putting in hours on the court.
The men’s team is playing at a very high-
tempo pace and has been full-court pressing 
a lot of teams. Playing at this high of a level 
is a great sign, as conference games are fast 
approaching.
“Because we are playing eight freshmen and 
sophomores each night out, we are gaining 
invaluable experience and maturing quickly,” 
said head coach Ross Douma. “Being able 
to handle late-game situations and growing 
accustomed to playing well down the stretch of 
games has improved dramatically since the start 
of the season.”
The team of freshmen and sophomores are 
excited to compete with the rest of the teams 
in the GPAC.
“This season is moving along very fast,” said 
senior Andrew O’Donnell, captain of the men’s 
team. “Now that conference play is upon us, the 
season is almost a third over already.”
The men’s team has grown close and has 
developed some great chemistry coming into 
the season.
“This summer we spent a week in Chicago 
exploring the city and doing some volunteer 
work,” said junior Alec Henrickson, captain 
of the men’s team. “We have an awesome time 
together and are a very close team that gets 
along very well.”
The men’s team plays Northwestern 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, in Orange City, away at 
Midland on Saturday, Dec. 9, and Doane at 
home the following Friday, Dec. 15. All three 
are big conference matchups for the 7-6 men’s 
team.
The women’s team is off to a great start with 
their first-year head coach Kyle Lindbergh. 
The women’s team is all about continual 
improvement as basketball players, individuals 
and leaders, both on and off the court.
“This team has grown tremendously already 
in terms of experience and maturity,” Lindbergh 
said. “Seeing this group grow together has been 
very evident in off-the-court relationships and it 
makes the on-court experience that much more 
enjoyable.”
The girls on the team show up to practice 
every day with the same mindset: to get better 
and have fun. 
Catching up on the Dordt basketball season 
Communication is key for the women’s team. 
Lindbergh, who makes that communication 
very evident, jokingly said that it has been the 
individual goal at practice for the girls to lose 
their voices from communicating and bringing 
energy to the court.
Every coach knows that a quiet gym is a 
losing gym. Having communication boosts 
competition and energy for everyone. 
Communication brings chemistry, and that is 
what the girls on the team strive for.
“The amazing thing about this team is how 
well we all get along,” said sophomore Rachel 
Evavold, captain of the women’s team. “In the 
preseason, we got to do some fun team events, 
like go to the corn maze, which really helped 
with our team chemistry.”
Bonding outside of the gym is very important 
for any team. It builds team spirit and can be 
where some of the best team relationships are 
built.
Similar to the men’s team, this year’s 
women’s team is very young, with no seniors 
on the varsity roster.
“The dynamic is different this year,” said 
junior Kenzie Bousema, another captain of the 
women’s team. “We have no seniors and only 
two juniors, but the sophomores and freshmen 
have stepped up and filled roles.”
The growing women’s team has the same 
schedule as the men’s team in the upcoming 
weeks, with three conference games coming up. 
They play Northwestern on Wednesday, Dec. 6, 
in Orange City, then head out to Midland on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, and then come home to play 
Doane the following Friday, Dec. 15.
the Defenders showed.
“This was a team effort, where each of our 
hitters [was] trying to get the point,” Hanson 
said. “Leah came through big for us quite 
often. The fun part of coaching this team and 
with the length of this season is that we get 
more creative as the season goes. We try to run 
different routes with more options and Jamie 
and Leah were well-connected and that paid off 
for us.”
Dordt entered Saturday’s matchup against 
another familiar foe in Viterbo (Wis.). The 
Defenders lost 3-1 earlier in the season at 
Viterbo, but were back with a vengeance in the 
semifinals.
After initially leading set one 19-15, the 
Defenders lost their lead and dropped the first 
set to the V-Hawks. However, Dordt rallied 
back once again to a 3-1 match victory over 
Viterbo.
Hanson said he was happy with how the team 
got past the early deficit and rallied together as 
one to keep moving forward in the tournament.
With a victory, the Defenders advanced to a 
second straight national title game. They were 
set to face an undefeated Lindsey Wilson (Ken.) 
team.
Dordt fans showed up loud and proud in their 
gold attire to cheer on the team with the hopes 
of winning Dordt’s first national title in any 
sport in school history.
For the first time at nationals this year, the 
Defenders’ efforts fell short as the team dropped 
the match 3-1 to finish as National Runners-up 
for the second consecutive year. Kamp had 20 
kills behind Gesink’s 50 assists.
Both Altena and Kamp were named to the All-
Tournament team. Senior Summer Jansen was 
named Libero of the Year and the Defenders 
won the Champions of Character award for the 
season.
True to their colors, the volleyball team 
represented Dordt with character. For that, they 
have nothing to be ashamed of, despite the loss. 
Two back-to-back National Championship 
game appearances in any sport is quite rare, 
and with very few seniors on the team this year, 
there is no reason to believe this team will not 
be in this same position next year.
Photo By: Sawyer Strelnieks
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Emma Stoltzfus - Staff Writer
 You think your semester is busy?
Senior Adam Ter Haar is currently in four 
Dordt student film productions, after having just 
finished a piece in One Acts.
Ter Haar first got into acting in his freshman 
year when a friend majoring in film asked him 
to play a part in his short film.
“I think the ones I’m doing this year are a lot 
of fun,” Ter Haar said. “Because I get to have a 
lot more prominent roles.”
At this point, Ter Haar estimates he’s acted 
in somewhere between 10-12 student film and 
theater productions at Dordt.
“If I could go back in time, I probably would 
try and add in an acting minor as a freshman.”
As a senior majoring in both criminal justice 
and social work on top of his Dordt acting 
career, Ter Haar has plenty to juggle. 
“What’s nice about this year is that all the 
acting I’ve had to do is during the weekend,” 
Ter Haar said. “Weekends, I’m usually not 
doing too much schoolwork so I’m able to just 
fit it in there and call that my recreation time.”
Once he graduates, Ter Haar’s long-term goal 
has little to do with acting, however. Instead, 
he eventually wants to join an organization that 
fights against human trafficking.
Still, there are purposes to Ter Haar’s acting 
work, too. It’s more than practice for a criminal 
justice path of playing good-cop, bad-cop.
“The first and foremost goal [of my acting] is 
just meeting new people,” Ter Haar said. “The 
second favorite part for me is probably just 
being able to have so many different roles and 
adding different dynamics to each character, 
bringing something different to that person.”
The three senior project films—directed by 
super senior Lucas Simonson, senior Aaron 
Radtke, and senior Ellen Inggrid Dengah—will 
be shown on Dec 13th in SB 1606. The fourth 
film is directed by junior Jake Brouwer and will 
be presented in the Grille at 7pm on Dec. 11th.
“I’ve really enjoyed being in One Acts,” Ter 
Haar said. “And I’ve really enjoyed being in the 
films, and it’s been an awesome experience to 
have my senior year.”
Zachary Sanford -- Staff Writer
 The stage set. The lights low. An audience 
sitting for another round of One Acts in the 
theater department’s Black Box. The actors 
getting to play completely different people for 
just a few minutes. All of this came together 
to form one grand set of entertainment on the 
weekend of Nov. 16th.
 This year’s theatre directing class put on a 
stellar performance of 14 shows. They were 
mostly filled with themes of death, dying, or 
dead people, but an occasional silly skit was 
strategically placed in the program to lighten 
the continually dreary mood. This consistency 
of theme was unintentional, as each director 
was allowed to choose their own short play 
without consulting with the other directing 
students.
 “The deeper ones made me think more 
about what the plays were communicating,” 
said freshman Damon Groen. “I really liked the 
funny ones, they made me laugh.” His personal 
favorite was “The Pee Test,” directed by junior 
Jalyn Vander Wal.
 Two groups performed seven shows each, 
with group A running on Thursday, Nov. 
16th, group B on Friday, Nov 17th, and both 
performing on Saturday, Nov 18th. They 
One Acts showcases directing 
class
completed the weekend with 28 short skit 
performances total. 
 “The Maltese Walter was probably my 
favorite,” said sophomore Katie Fictorie. “It 
was just really funny.” Fictorie also performed 
in one of the acts. Many of the actors watched 
the other one acts in dress rehearsal.
“You do learn a lot about people in general 
hanging out with them backstage,” she said.
 The directing class does this performance as 
an assignment starting in late October, with the 
auditions happening and actors finishing their 
memorization within two weeks of each other. 
The directors have to create their scene from 
the ground up, throwing stage directions at the 
actors. The directors started the first week of 
school looking at scripts and analyzing them.
 “The process is about collaboration,” said 
Josiah Wallace, directing class professor. “To be 
a good director, you have to direct something. 
It was about working with a script and seeing 
what the students put into it, then adding actors 
to see what they add.” The One Act project is 
60% of students’ grades in the class.
 At the end of the night, the actors came 
out for bows to enthusiastic applause. Every 
performance was accompanied by a full 
audience and a full range of emotion.
Ter Haar takes to the spotlight 
in student short films
Northwestern art gallery
Contributed Photo
Allison Wordes – Staff Writer
D’Arte club hosts ceramics 
event
 What’s better than letting your fingers have a 
break from clacking away at the keyboard, and 
letting your hands try out something new? 
 Students had the opportunity Wednesday, 
Nov. 15, to stretch out their creative side. That 
night, the D’Arte Club held its most recent 
event in the ceramics studio, attracting dozens 
of students for an exciting night of creativity. 
 Over a dozen curious students attended, most 
of whom had little or no previous experience 
with clay. Each wheel soon had a pair of hands 
shaping lumps of clay on it, and the whirring 
of the motors blended with the chatter and the 
upbeat music. 
 Many students succeeded in creating a small 
bowl or mug, with some guidance. 
 “You don’t have to be in the arts to be in 
this club,” said senior Art and Education major 
Lydia Van Wingerden. It isn’t about what majors 
the students are pursuing, she said. The club is a 
way for students to bring out their artistic skill.
 Last year, the club hosted a similar ceramics 
night. They hope to continue this tradition, 
working with instructors like Jacob Van Wyk 
and club mentor Matthew Drissell to provide 
these opportunities. 
 “It’s for the people who aren’t in art classes,” 
said Van Wingerden about the design of the club. 
She said D’Arte is meant to include creative 
people majoring in engineering, business, and 
other demanding majors, who are not able to 
take on extra credits because of their busy class 
loads. 
 The D’Arte Club has been around for many 
years, ebbing and rising with the change in 
management. Spring of 2017 brought a revival, 
strengthened by a strong board of members who 




“Our events are low-key, and accessible,” said 
Van Wingerden. 
The club, while designed for lower skill sets, 
still encourages fantastic results. One event 
earlier in the semester, pour painting, was a 
huge success and gained positive feedback. 
“You just have fun messing around,” said 
Van Wingerden. After all, she said, you’re not 
getting graded. 
 In the future, the club hopes to arrange field 
trips to expand students’ art knowledge. One 
potential destination is a museum in Omaha. 
The board of five members brainstorms for new 
ways to grow the club. 
“I like that they let us use the wheel,” said 
Heather VanderWoude, sophomore Education 
major, who came for the first time that night. 
Students said they gained confidence by being 
allowed to use actual artists’ equipment and 
tools. After all, most students do not have art 
supplies in their dorms to make such things.
For many of the students who came to ceramics 
night, it was a way to socialize and make new 
friends without the pressure of perfection.
“Art can be what you make it,” said 
VanderWoude, about art opportunities. 
VanderWoude also said she really enjoyed 
learning a new skill and being creative even as 
a non-art major.  
Coming up in December, the D’Arte Club 
is combining with the FACT (Future Active 
Christian Teachers) club to have a Christmas 
party, creating art to celebrate the season.
 Sara Dykstra will continue to organize 
events for the club after Van Wingerden’s 
graduation. The group is in search of freshmen 
eager to promote art and organize activities that 
can bring out creativity in the student body. 
Allison Wordes-- Staff Writer
Large windows shed a slab of light onto the 
art gallery floor, brightening the white space 
inside. Scattered around the room, student art 
fills corners and covers the walls.
 This year’s Dordt/Northwestern art show 
was held at Northwestern, in TePaske Gallery. 
 Dordt freshman Danikka Jackson was a 
contestant for this year’s juries. Her art was 
chosen for the gallery amongst a selection of 
other students’ work from both schools. 
“I was thrilled that they chose my art!” said 
Jackson. As a freshman who has not taken any 
art classes yet at Dordt, she felt honored to be 
picked for the gallery. Three out of four of her 
pieces got in—two paintings and one drawing. 
“It’s really encouraging,” said Jackson. She 
wants to potentially use her artistic gifts for 
missions in the future.
She describes her style as “idealized realistic.” 
Her inspiration is nature, horses, and book 
illustrations.
 Six jurors – three from Dordt and three from 
Northwestern looked at the artwork. Senior 
juror Lydia Van Wingerden was interested to 
see differences between the two schools’ work.
“But all the work was well done,” Van 
Wingerden said. 
The jurors look for what catches the eye–
unique compositions or unusual angles. About 
20-25 pieces are usually selected from each 
college, with the total number of works settling 
somewhere around 50 each year. Interesting 
pieces chosen this year included some 
Northwestern students’ self-portraits. 
The themes from Dordt art this year were 
black-and-white drawings and photography.
Since 1999, this gallery has been an 
opportunity for students to get their work out 
and seen by students from both schools. Susan 
Vangeest—a graduate from Northwestern who 
later taught at Dordt—started the exhibit as an 
opportunity for both colleges to come together. 
“The contact we have between the two 
institutions comes through in this show,” said 
Dordt Art professor David Versluis, one of 
those who keep a watchful eye over the entire 
process. While the art faculty encourages 
submissions and answers questions, the jurying 
and participation is primarily in the hands of the 
students.
“Overall, I am pleased with the quality of the 
work,” said Versluis. He was satisfied with the 
variety that Dordt’s students brought to the table 
and with the choices the jurors made. 
Jackson said entering was worthwhile, and 
would advise anyone—even if they aren’t in 
any art classes—who just likes creating art to 
try their hand at the contest.
“Just go for it,” Jackson said. “You never 
know!”
· The Back Page ·
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Natalie Grant and Danny Gokey kicked off 
their 2017 Christmas tour with a concert in the 
BJ Haan.
Chattering students and members of the 
community filled the main floor of the BJ Haan. 
The stage was set with Christmas trees, lights, 
and smoke machines that covered the singers’ 
shoes with mysterious Christmas-y fog at some 
points.
The concert began with the duo backlit by 
purple light as they sang “O Come Let Us 
Adore Him.”
The tour began just seven weeks after Grant 
had surgery on her throat for two cancerous 
tumors in her thyroid. After the successful 
surgery, doctors had given her a seven-month 
recovery to return to her former singing 
strength. 
Grant held little back.
The two-hour concert was composed of the 
two singers taking turns singing both Christmas 
music and a few inspirational gospel pieces. 
Several times they had the audience stand or 
clap for specific songs.
Juliana Martinez—a freshman at Dordt—said 
she liked the concert and had only heard the two 
singers on the radio before.
In-between pieces, the duo shared testimonies 
and encouraged people to sponsor Ethiopian 
children in need through Compassion.
Compassion is a relief organization whose 
mission statement is “Releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name,” according to their 
official website. Individuals wishing to donate 
can either give to Compassion’s general fund or 
pick a specific child to sponsor for $38 a month.
Compassion had a table and volunteers in 
the foyer of the BJ Haan offering information 
and packets representing individual children in 
need.
Schwa Clark, who has worked with 
Compassion for the last two years, estimated 
that they handed out 50-60 packets. 
“What’s big for me about this,” said Clark 
about the impact of the project, “is that [donors] 
not only change a child’s life, but it also changes 
them.”
On either side of the Compassion booth, both 
Grant and Gokey had tables of merchandise and 
music albums for sale.
Natalie Grant is a recipient of the Gospel 
Music Association’s Dove Award for 5 years. 
Grant has been nominated six times since 2011 
for the Grammy Award for Best Contemporary 
Christian Music Album.
Danny Gokey was nominated for the Grammy 
Award for Best Contemporary Christian Music 
Album two days before the tour. He is a Number 
One Christian Hit Artist, and was an American 
Idol Finalist.
Contributed Photo
Caleb Pollema – Staff Writer
Audrey Brooks is a senior nursing major 
from Sioux Falls, S.D. As a runner, Brooks 
ran the fastest time for the Defenders in all 
seven races this year and finished seventh at 
the NAIA National Championships. Brooks 
started running cross country when she was a 
sophomore in high school and she has proudly 
run for the Defender women’s cross country 
team.
Q: What hobbies do you have?
AB: Besides running, I enjoy outdoor 
activities, playing board games with friends and 
family, making and going out for coffee, dogs 
in general, baking, DIY projects and following 
track and cross country events through social 
media.
Photo Courtesy of Dordt College Athletics
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Q: What sports did you play throughout high 
school?
AB: Freshman year I played volleyball and 
golf, then during the “running” week of gym 
class, that teacher suggested trying out for cross 
country because I was running with the distance 
track guys for our two mile run. So, the next fall 
I did, and I ended up doing well and continuing 
with cross country and track for the next three 
years.
Q: Why did you come to Dordt?
AB: Dordt was always a strong choice for 
me in my college decision process. Right from 
the beginning, I saw Dordt had a great nursing 
program as well as a great cross country program 
and team that I would be joining, on top of the 
fact that Dordt is a Christian College. No other 
school was offering me those three priority 
things at the level Dordt was. Essentially, it was 
an obvious choice for me – and one I am so glad 
to have made at this point.
Q: What has been your favorite memory 
running cross country here at Dordt?
AB: This is such a tough question because 
there are far too many to choose from. My 
teammates and coaches have made running all 
those early miles, long runs and overnight trips 
a true highlight of my time here at Dordt. So, I 
will pick just two:
One memory I have is from just recently when 
I ran the half marathon on Dec. 2. This was not 
a pretty race for me. Not many things went 
well in this race: the race started early, when I 
wasn’t even at the starting line, running for five 
miles with an untied shoe and so on. However, 
I ended up running 13.1 miles at a clock time 
of 1:24:55, which means 6:29 per mile. To put 
that in perspective, the summer before my first 
cross country season, my best training run was 
20 minutes at a 6:40 pace, which is three miles 
exactly. That run took everything out of me and I 
could not possibly imagine doing one step more 
at that time. However, four years later, here I 
am running 10.1 miles more, at 11 seconds-per-
mile faster on average. This just goes to show 
that I have made incredible improvements not 
only physically, but mentally in how I think 
about what I can possibly do. Even though I 
did not think of the half marathon this year as 
going well, it showed the beauty of hard work 
and how imperfect things can still be good and 
meaningful.
Another memory I’d like to share is from my 
junior year of college. I was going out for a run 
with a few other women. It was late October, 
so not everybody on our team was currently 
running because of differing “off weeks” we get 
after the cross country season. This particular 
day, it was snowing and brutally windy. This 
run for us was just another run – we were not 
specifically training for any upcoming races, 
just getting in miles. As we were fighting the 
snow and wind out on the gravel roads outside 
of Sioux Center, a senior (at the time) said to 
us, “Ladies, this is the running sisterhood. We 
have a freshman, sophomore, junior and senior 
all out working hard and working together 
when we all would much rather be taking the 
day off. Take in the beauty of this moment 
and thank God for putting you here.” She then 
prayed with us after the run. For some reason, 
that run and that moment was very impactful 
to me because it exemplifies running so well – 
taking all different types of people, and bringing 
them to bond together over something that isn’t 
inherently “fun” at every movement. Running 
and cross country have come to make such an 
impact on my life because of the simple and 
unplanned moments like this that show you 
what is truly important in life and worth putting 
the miles in for.
Q: How did you feel about your senior season 
as a whole?
AB: Overall, it was a great season. I can’t say 
I ever had a bad race out of the eight total races 
I ran. I put in a lot of work for this season, going 
back to mileage even leading up to this as a 
high schooler and as an underclassmen, as well 
as this summer. My freshman season of cross 
country, I never actually got to race because of 
an injury. Even though that may have been a 
bad start to my collegiate cross country career, 
this has been the best imaginable finish to end 
on. I am so proud of the work I have put in and 
thankful for the God-given ability to be able to 
finish in this way.
Q: What was it like getting to represent Dordt 
at Nationals and run the race the way you did?
AB: It was a phenomenal experience and one 
that I will never forget. I was not even planning 
on finishing this way. It was my hope to get 
All-American status (Top 30), and that hope 
was much surpassed. My coaches, family, 
teammates and friends were all so supportive 
before and after the race, and even though 
racing can be nerve-wracking, I am so thankful 
for the experience I had and for the ability to 
represent Dordt in this way.
Q: What are your plans after college?
AB: Next June, I am getting married and then 
my future husband and I will be moving to 
Indianapolis, Ind., where he has taken a job as a 
Controls Systems Engineer.
Athlete Feature: Audrey 
Brooks
Grant/Gokey concert signifies 
beginning of holiday season
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